Traffic Homicide and Crime Scene Procedures
1. A Crime Scene is established when a crash or other event is investigated to determine if any criminal violations of law have occurred.

Example:  A crash that may result in an occupant dying, or if an occupant has died.
Example: Hit and Run Investigation (Leaving the Scene of a Crash)

2. Once an investigation begins, the area is sealed off to prevent contamination of physical evidence.
That may include prevention of foot, bicycle, and vehicular traffic for that purpose.  

Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) prevents that from occurring as well as diverting traffic out of a specific area.

3. Problems arise when individuals on foot, bicycle, or vehicle ignore, or fail to understand the reason for the closure and find a way to enter.

They may damage, alter, or totally destroy physical evidence that cannot be replaced.

4. Oil or coolant from a damaged vehicle can be tracked into the scene on feet or tires.

Objects can be run over and damaged from how they were originally on the scene.

Objects can be run over and dragged into a different position.

5. Responders have to understand when a crime scene is in place, they need to communicate with law enforcement for authorization, before proceeding.  

Failure to comply with crime scene protocol could result in inclusion in the criminal investigation (involuntary event) or arrest (willful disobey an order by LEO).
6. If you are not sure, ask before proceeding.  Make sure you have authorization.  If in doubt, find a Trooper or other LEO.

